DONELSON   AND   SH1LOH

Grant went aboard Footers flagship to arrange for the gunboats, though

disabled, to keep up the best fire they could from a distance so as to worry
thc cannoneers in the fort. Riding tack from this conference, Grant found
his right wing battered and wavering. Some word dropped led him to
order Confederate prisoners searched. They were carrying three days* rations

The campaigns in Tennessee
in their haversacks. Grant sent word along the line that the enemy in
desperation was trying to cut its way out and retreat. "Gentlemen, the
position on the right most be retaken.*
Nearly all the correspondents mentioned the personal quality of the
individual soldiers on both sides. They had come for fighting and they
fought. *Cold and hungry, with garments stiff with frost, the soldiers were
still hopeful and firm,* wrote one. *I did not find a single discouraged man,
or one who, if he were so, would admit it. The universal sentiment was,
"We came here to take that fort, and we will take it". Our troops fought
with the coolness of veterans and the desperation of devils.*